Formal Essay Pre-Writing Template
GOAL:  To write a thesis-driven literary analysis essay.
ONE TO TWO WORD TOPIC/ISSUE/IDEA:   _____________________________________________
A QUESTION THAT WILL GUIDE MY APPROACH: ______________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________?
PARAGRAPH #1 – INTRODUCTION: Start with general points about your topic (such as connections to human nature);  then transition to a more specific introduction of the author (full name) and title of text, as well as characters, conflicts, and theme(s) to be addressed;  conclude with your one sentence thesis statement containing your sharply focused, explorable argument.

Interesting, thoughtful introduction of your topic and general points:
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Transition now to a more specific introduction of the author (full name) and title (properly marked as Books, “Short Stories,” etc.), as well as characters, conflicts, and theme(s) to be addressed:
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now, lead into and clearly state the thesis/focus of your essay. Think: what specific theme, argument, etc. is being suggested or communicated?  (Do not include the author and title within your thesis statement; avoid listing.): 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPH #2 – (FIRST BODY PARAGRAPH)
Topic sentence:  Introduce your first argument of support in a transitional sentence. This sentence should lead the reader into the first idea and piece of evidence you use to support your thesis:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Provide a two sentence introduction of your first piece of supporting evidence (think: CONTEXT):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1st piece of evidence with appropriate citation, using the author’s last name and page number at the end of your quotation (Lee 191):
“____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________”(                  ).
Elaborate on the significance of the above evidence, using a 1:2 quote:analysis ratio (think: ANALYSIS):
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

If using a second piece of evidence in this body paragraph, briefly transition and introduce second piece of evidence.  Then, include second piece of evidence with appropriate citation. Finally, elaborate on the significance of the above evidence using a min. of 1:2 quote:analysis ratio.
Now summarize this paragraph, connect back to the thesis, and hint about what the next paragraph will be about (this is a mini-concluding sentence that sums up what you have discussed in this paragraph and then transitions to the next paragraph):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PARAGRAPHS #3 & #4 – BODY PARAGRAPHS
(Repeat directions for “PARAGRAPH #2,” above.)
Consider: 

· Have you varied your transitions?  (Consult transition words chart as resource.)

· Have you included a counterclaim in your essay?  (Ideally, devote your third/final body paragraph to developing and refuting a thoughtful counterclaim to your thesis.)
PARAGRAPH #5 – CONCLUSION 

Restate your thesis statement in an interesting and different way:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Restate your three specific points in a refreshing way, building on the momentum of the body paragraphs:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Conclude your essay in an interesting way.  You may want to include some or all of the following:  human nature connections, future implications relevant to your topic, a meaningful quotation, or anything else that concludes your essay with a more universal focus.  Leave your reader with something to ponder long after she/he has finished reading your essay:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Be cautious when…

· starting your introduction with a quote, definition, or question.
· including the author/title in the thesis.  Generally, it’s best to introduce these mid-intro.
· incorporating block quotes (over four lines of quotation).

· writing fewer than three main points/body paragraphs. 
· expressing your opinion of the text; it is best to phrase your ideas as statements and claims.
