English 9 L3

Mr. Moore – Room 213

moore.chris@northhavenschools.org

www.MrMooreRoom213.weebly.com
“That book in many’s eyes doth share the glory,

That in gold clasps locks in the golden story.” 

–Lady Capulet, 

 Romeo & Juliet
Course Description:

This course will provide students who have achieved above grade level with more in-depth instruction in the skills of writing and close reading, primarily through literary analysis.  Students will encounter a wide range of texts – Greek mythology, Shakespearean drama, the Victorian novel, contemporary novels, poetry, nonfiction, and more – and will work to develop strategies and habits which will serve them well in their future pursuits as critical readers and writers of the twenty-first century.  Through continued instruction in the writing process, students will write informally in short responses and formally through lengthier narrative, informative, and argumentative compositions.  This course will require that students cultivate the basic skills of research and apply these skills to their work.  Throughout, students will work to improve their efficacy as speakers and listeners, as well as to expand their range of experience as critical consumers of written language and visual texts.  
Essential Questions:

· How does one establish personal identity? What role does society play in the establishment of identity?
· How is life a journey?
· How does the meaning of archetypal themes/characters change from one generation to the next?
· How does the way one makes a decision affect the decision maker?
Selected Texts We May Study:

The Life of Pi (Martel)




Romeo & Juliet (Shakespeare)
The Book Thief (Zusak)




To Kill A Mockingbird (Lee)
Mythology (Hamilton)




Great Expectations (Dickens)
The Odyssey (Homer)




Demian (Hesse)
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time (Haddon)
In this course you will:

· Read Greek mythology, a Shakespearean play, a nineteenth century novel, a contemporary novel, and various short stories, poetry, and non-fiction selections.

· Read supplementary materials about relevant authors, history, philosophy, literary conventions, etc.

· Discuss actively and write thoughtfully about elements of literature, such as setting, plot, character development, conflict, and theme.

· View and respond verbally and/or in writing to films based on, or applicable to, the literature.  

· Work cooperatively with classmates on group projects throughout the year.

· Produce formal written work at intervals and informal written work daily.
· Identify grammatical elements and create sentences with greater structural sophistication.
· Participate in collaborative revision and edit written work to achieve correct grammatical usage.

· Use Modern Language Association (MLA) format for all essays.
· Engage in systematic vocabulary study via the individualized online program at Membean.com (requirements: 40 minutes/week between Monday and Sunday).
· Recite a specified number of lines from a Shakespearean soliloquy and write an Elizabethan sonnet. 

· Develop a capacity for logical thinking through practice in analysis and postulation.

Supplies:

You will need to bring a pen or pencil to class every day, and you should have a system for organizing your work and due dates for all of your classes.  

You will need to keep a notebook in which you will take class notes – I will not dictate what type of notebook you must use, but you must keep it organized.  I expect that you will review your notes on a regular basis, and I hope that you will come to class with questions about the previous day’s notes and readings.  You may not use your notes on quizzes or tests, unless I have announced an exception to this rule.  

If you are concerned about procuring any of these supplies, please see me before/after school.  
The Essence of English 9 L3:

This course is designed in order to provide a positive, diverse, and challenging freshman experience.  We will cover much ground in order to present you with a wide range of writing assignments and readings that will provide opportunities for you to challenge and improve your critical thinking abilities.  Coupled with our study of grammar and exercises with vocabulary, I encourage you to see English 9 L3 as a set of opportunities through which you may best prepare yourself for not only your high school career but also your post-secondary plans.  
I look forward to working with you this year.  I will endeavor to encourage and challenge your understandings of our readings.  It is vitally important that you engage yourself in the material and make the pledge to step out of your comfort zone.  Read actively and thoroughly.  Have an opinion.  Don’t be afraid to introduce ideas that may conflict with the “obvious” interpretation, or the opinion you think I may have.  Be willing to modify your own.  This is my most sincere goal for our class: that it may be an environment inviting to close reading and free thought. 

Read actively.      Have an opinion.      Share it with others.      

Be willing to modify your own.
