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“Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind.
Absolve you to yourself, and you shall have the suffrage of the world.”
–Ralph Waldo Emerson
Course Description:

This course will enable you to further develop your skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing through the use of a wide variety of American texts, both written and visual.  In your writing and your oral presentations, you will continue to apply the skills of literary analysis to the reading of novels, short stories, drama, poetry, and nonfiction.  You will write formally through narrative, informative, and argumentative essays, as well as informally through journal entries and short responses.  Throughout, we will study vocabulary and grammar in practical ways directly related to your writing and preparation for the SAT.  In short, this course will call upon you to take active ownership of your identity as a critical reader and an effective writer of the twenty-first century.  
Essential Questions:

· What does it mean to be an American?  Who/what defines the “American”?

· What is the role of the American Dream in our lives?
· Who/what controls the power in a society? What is the place of the individual in society?

· What is the responsible use of power? What should we value in terms of ethics/morals?

· Has America “evolved”?
In this course you will:

· Read a combination of major works, shorter texts (e.g., poetry), and “limited choice” books.

· Participate actively in discussions, ranging from small group to whole class. 

· Produce formal written work at intervals and informal written work regularly daily.

· Engage in research as well as writing based on research, including proper citation of sources.

· Prepare for the SAT, including weekly exercises on KhanAcademy.org. 

· Engage constructively in group projects and/or presentations.

· Exercise the habits of effective students, particularly being proactive, organized, and engaged.

· View and respond verbally and/or in writing to films based on, or applicable to, the literature. 

Supplies:

You will need to bring a pen or pencil to class every day, and you should have a system for organizing your work for all of your classes.  You will need to keep a notebook for this class in which you will take class notes – I will not dictate what type of notebook you must use, but you must keep it organized.  I expect that you will review your notes on a regular basis, and I hope that you will come to class with questions about the previous day’s notes and readings.  You may be able to use your notes on quizzes or tests, as directed.  
Major Assignments:

Your major assignments must be typed in MLA format; I will not accept handwritten drafts. To receive credit, you must also upload your major writings to TurnItIn.com. 
For the full MLA guidelines, please consult The Owl, Purdue University’s excellent online resource.  It is available here:  http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/.
Course Preview:

Over the course of the year, we will study the following movements in American literature as we explore the evolving American worldview and experience:
(1) Colonial Period: 1600s, 1700s

· various Puritan poems and sermons (Bradstreet, Taylor, Edwards)

· other early American writings (Bradford, Henry, Franklin)
· The Declaration of Independence
· The Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne) – written in 1850, set in mid-1600s
· The Crucible (Miller) – written in 1953, set in 1692-3
(2) Romanticism: early 1800s – 1865

· the “Transcendental” essays
· “Self-Reliance” and “Nature” by Emerson 
· “Civil Disobedience” and Walden [excerpt] by Thoreau
· “Bartleby, The Scrivener” (Melville)
· various poems and short stories (Irving, Bryant, Wadsworth, Longfellow, Poe)
(3) Poetry in a Transition Period: mid-1800s

· Selections from Emily Dickinson
· Song of Myself (Whitman) [excerpts]
(4) Realism: 1865 – end of 1800s

· The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain)
· The Awakening (Chopin)
(5) Modernism: early 1900s – 1945

· The Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald)
· Harlem Renaissance poetry (Hughes, Weldon Johnson, McKay, Cullen)
· various poetry and short stories (Eliot, Pound, Frost, Williams, Cummings, Hemingway)
· Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck)
(6) Post-Modernism: 1945 - ??

· Fences (Wilson) – written in 1983, set in 1950s
· various short story collections
· The Things They Carried (O’Brien)
The Essence of English 11 L3:

As you’ve probably already been told, junior year is an important year.  This is the year when most students begin thinking about their post-high school plans.  This is the year that colleges will weigh more heavily than past years.  This is the year many students begin working and driving.  As you begin to transition into true young adulthood, it is perhaps the perfect time to read the literature of your nation, to explore the ideas of your fellow Americans, and to form deeper understandings of what it means to be American.

I look forward to working with you this year.  I will endeavor to encourage and challenge your understandings of our readings.  It is vitally important that you engage yourself in the material and make the pledge to step out of your comfort zone.  Read actively and thoroughly.  Have an opinion.  Don’t be afraid to introduce ideas that may conflict with the “obvious” interpretation, or the opinion you think I may have.  Be willing to modify your own.  This is my most sincere goal for our class: that it may be an environment inviting to close reading and free thought.
Read actively.      Have an opinion.      Share it with others.      
Be willing to modify your own.
